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Abstract 
The Sundarbans are portrayed in Amitav Ghosh's novel The Hungry Tide as a complicated natural area where human 

existence, non-human life, history, scientific understanding, and environmental politics all constantly collide. It aims to 

show that the tidal environment is an active force which shapes the way people live, remember, feel and decide morally 

about it, not merely a setting. The link between nature and the future of humanity is the main topic of this essay's 

ecocritical analysis of The Hungry Tide. It argues that Ghosh casts doubt on conservation policies that exclude the 

rights and realities of the less well-off populations, but also questions anthropocentric assumptions, in which human 

life is inseparable from the natural world. Through characters such as Piya, Fokir, Kanai, Nirmal and Kusum, the 

book explores scientific knowledge, traditional knowledge of nature, political history, moral responsibility etc. The 

Sundarbans terrain, the Morichjhapi incident, human-animal conflict and the link between Piya's scientific research 

and Fokir's personal environmental encounter are all highlighted especially. The analysis shows that Ghosh's 

ecological ethics are not just a dual relationship between man and nature, but an ethics of cohabitation, humility, 

interconnectedness, and environmental justice. Finally, The Hungry Tide suggests that the interconnections of social 

justice and the respect of a diversity of knowledge with ecological sustainability are crucial to humanity's survival.  

Keywords: Amitav Ghosh, The Hungry Tide, Sundarbans, ecological justice, environmental ethics, 

ecocriticism, and the human future, etc.  

 

Introduction 

In the modern world, ecological issues have become important themes in literary study, as it is 

now considered the connection between literature and the environment. Nature as a beautiful 

backdrop in literary works seems to be quickly disappearing due to climate change, biodiversity 

loss, environmental migration, deforestation, and conflicts over natural resources. Ecocriticism 

deals with this through examining the relationship between literature and the natural 

environment. A foundational text in ecocriticism, The Ecocriticism Reader, edited by Cheryll 

Glotfelty and Harold Fromm, helped to establish ecocriticism as a branch of literary theory that 

focuses on how literature responds to, challenges and impacts the human relationship with 

nature.  

The Hungry Tide, by Amitav Ghosh, the first published in 2004, is an especially prolific novel 

for such research. The novel depicts the events taking place in the Sundarbans, a huge deltaic 

area of Bangladesh and India comprising of varying river, tide, mangrove forest, islands and 

estuaries. Ghosh evokes this as a world in constant flux: a world in which borders between land 

and sea, human and animal, safety and danger, permanence and departure are not always clear. 

The novel features Indian-American cetologist, studies on river dolphins, Kanai Dutt, an 

accomplished urban translator and businessman, and Fokir, a poor local fisherman who knows 

the tidal terrain like the back of his hand. The Sundarban is thus a testing ground for ethics as 

well as an ecological zone.  

The novel addresses some of the tough questions: who deserves to live in fragile ecosystems, is 

conservation morally valid when it comes at the cost of underprivileged communities, can 

indigenous and scientific knowledge coexist, and can human beings be part of ecosystems, 

rather than their masters? Similarly, more recent studies have recognized The Hungry Tide as an 

important literary exploration of environmental justice, marginalization, conservation and 

ecological fragility.  

This paper argues that The Hungry Tide is a work that visually portrays the future of humans as 

being tied to the future of nature. Ghosh's Sundarbans is an anthropocentric challenge to 

exclusive environmentalism. The novel concludes with a call for an "ecological worldview" 

based on social justice, interconnection, humility and the complementarity of diverse 

environmental epistemologies.  
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The Environmental Imagination and Ecocriticism  

Educational literature is, in general, the study of the relationship between human civilizations 

and the environment, when both are put into literature. It encourages literary criticism where 

animals, landscapes, water, forests, climate and ecosystems are significant protagonists in 

literary works and where nature is not perceived as existing only for human purposes. 

Environmental justice, postcolonialism, globalization, displacement, climate fiction, indigenous 

knowledge, and the politics of conservation are now included in the area, which has grown 

beyond traditional nature writing.  

In understanding novels such as The Hungry Tide, Ursula K. Heise's concept of "eco-

cosmopolitanism" is useful, since it draws parallels between the more particular experiences of 

the environment and more general responsibilities towards the planet. Heise argues that there is 

a need to have a philosophy of the environment that is balanced between the interconnectedness 

of the world's ecosystems and a sense of place. This dynamic is the most potent in Ghosh's 

book. Though the Sundarban is very local, with its unique history, mythologies, livelihoods and 

culture, the environmental problems they encounter are also issues of global concern, including 

relocation, climate change, endangered species and environmental responsibility.  

Rob Nixon's notion of 'slow violence' also provides a lens for understanding the novel's political 

climates of the environment. They're not the kind of violence that has an immediate impact, so 

Nixon chooses the term to describe environmental destruction that occurs over time and may not 

be noticed. The impoverished and politically suppressed communities are especially targeted by 

such violence. The Hungry Tide is not the only time ecological risk is present. Some other 

examples of chronic vulnerabilities are employment insecurity, unequal access to natural 

resources, political neglect, and poverty and displacement. Thus, any ecocritical reading of the 

novel must not only involve a liking for the outdoors, but also more than that. Ghosh says 

environmental problems have an ethical, social, political and historical nature.  

 

The Sundarbans as an Active Ecological Presence 

One of the most significant things about The Hungry Tide is its depiction of the Sundarbans as a 

vibrant entity instead of a silent landscape. The tidal environment is continually forming and 

eroding land. Islands come and go, and change shape. Water is the basis of routes and 

livelihoods, risks, and opportunities. People who live there have to adjust to an uncontrollable 

environment. The conventional anthropocentric notion that humans may achieve total control 

over nature is called into question by this instability. Although Kanai is educated, confident and 

fluent in several languages, he frequently discovers that awareness of the environment is not a 

direct outcome of intellectual sophistication. As for Fokir, he has a superlative practical 

knowledge of currents, animals, channels, tides, and weather patterns, but cannot partake in 

Kanai's multicultural world of formal education and languages. The book therefore challenges 

conventional notions of hierarchy of knowledge.  

Also, the tidal landscape demonstrates the interdependent relationship of ecological living. 

Fishing, boating, gardening, gathering forest supplies, and tracking animal and tidal movements 

are all ways that human groups subsist. Nature is neither portrayed as friendly nor as 

antagonistic. It is dangerous and nourishing all in one! This intricacy keeps the novel from 

turning into a straightforward environmental romance. In the novel‟s interwoven tales, Tej N. 

Dhar argues that the novel never presents ecology as an add-on to the story but that the novel 

has always been a sustained dialogue with a sense of ecology and human-animal relations. 

Similarly, the book The Hungry Tide is a significant contribution to the understanding of literary 

storytelling in the context of climatic and environmental reality, according to Adam Trexler. So 

Ghosh‟s imagination for the environment invites the reader to recognize that humans live in a 

natural system that is too intricate to understand.  

 

The case of Piya and Fokir. Indigenous Ecological Knowledge and Science (IEKS) 

The ecological idea of the novel is around Piya and Fokir's love. Piya is a very good scientist 

who is investigating the endangered river dolphins in the region, so she goes to the Sundarban. 

The photographs illustrate scientific formal knowledge and data gathering, conservation 

biology, and environmental research that takes place across the globe. Fokir, however, does not 
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have any formal scientific training. His expertise is based on his intimate understanding of the 

tidal environment over the many generations he has lived. However, Ghosh does not depict 

these types of knowledge as just diametrically opposing. Piya progressively comes to 

understand that Fokir is able to recognize patterns in dolphin movement that are crucial to her 

scientific investigation.  

His expertise comes from practice, observation, recollection and close contact with the 

environment. In the end, his experiential intelligence and her scientific approaches compliment 

each other. There are broader ethical ramifications to this connection. Local knowledge is often 

undervalued and local populations are regarded as "obstacles" to conservation in environmental 

policy. This model is complicated by the Hungry Tide. Fokir illustrates that the ecological 

knowledge of the people who are closest to an ecosystem may not be shared with other experts. 

But Ghosh isn't romanticizing the indigenous knowledge either. Rather, the book's premise is 

that the challenge is to communicate between knowledge systems for ecological futures. Even 

though Piya's scientific passion for dolphins is important, her understanding deepens as she 

delves deeper into the dolphin's true relationship with the environment.  

They are not experts in their own field, which means that it is an example of ecological humility. 

Recent research has brought the battle between scientific knowledge and locally grounded 

ecological knowledge featured in the book to the fore. Studies of The Hungry Tide frequently 

mention Fokir as someone who questions technocratic or solely institutional approaches to 

environmental management.  

 

Morichjhapi and the Ethics of Environmental Justice 

The historical recall that Morichjhapi gives the novel its greatest political and ethical aspect. The 

novel narrates the story of refugees who arrive at the island through Kusum and Nirmal's 

narration.The novel relives the violent expulsion and relocation of refugees through Kusum's 

narration and Nirmal's diary. Their story reflects the conflicted relationship between social 

justice and environmental policy. Protection of the environment is usually presented in a 

positive light. But, when conservation turns poor humans into expendable human resources, 

what happens to the poor folks? That's not a question of whether or not to protect the wildlife, 

Ghosh admits, because wildlife is important. But instead, this book calls into question an 

ecologicalism that distinguishes among fragile individuals, giving the right to survive to some 

and not others.  

Biswas and Channarayapatna argue that ecological governance can lead to a vicious cycle of 

social and political inequality if access to landscapes and resources is unevenly governed. They 

understand the representation of Marichjhapi through the lens of environmental injustice and 

marginalisation. Further, newer studies have pointed out the connection between issues of caste, 

displacement and subaltern vulnerability and ecological protection in The Hungry Tide. But, the 

Morichjhapi incident is an example of bringing the concept of Ecocriticism to Environmental 

justice. It should be understood that it would not be easy to get rid of man from environmental 

ethics, because those who bear the greatest ecological burden are often the weakest ones. 

Ghosh's worldview is neither only environmentalist or anthropocentric. Rather, it aims to strike 

a challenging balance between preserving ecosystems and upholding human dignity.  

The destiny of humanity still much depends on this tension. Discussions on displacement, 

protected areas, resource access, climate migration, and development are becoming more 

prevalent as a result of environmental issues. The Hungry Tide reminds readers that no 

sustainable futures can be made at the cost of vulnerable communities. 

 

Human-Animal Conflict and the Limits of Anthropocentrism 

The treatment of animals in the book further refutes environmental theory which is based on the 

human person. Fish, tigers, crocodiles, dolphins, birds and animals are no longer just decorative 

elements of the narrative. They are a part of the Sundarbans natural community and often defy 

efforts by humans to manipulate or understand them. The tiger is particularly relevant as the 

moral dilemma. Conservationists consider that if Bengal tigers are endangered they should be 

conserved. But tigers are a threat to a community at present if a member of their family is killed 

by the tiger. Ghosh allows both viewpoints to be seen.  
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When there is conflict between the people and the animals, the story doesn't give a simple moral 

answer. The safety issues are local, and Piya's initial method relates to concerns about the 

environment. Clearly, it is not possible to abstractly build environmental ethics. The uneven 

dangers faced by populations that share habitats with deadly animals must be taken into account 

when discussing wildlife conservation. But Ghosh points out that this principle of human 

suffering for the sake of domination of non-human nature is not accepted as valid. The book 

states that there are human and animal rights which are subject to ethical consideration. 

Therefore, going beyond the dichotomous dilemma of whether people or animals are more 

important is necessary for ecological maturity.  

The core ethical argument of the book is that coexisting necessitates acknowledging conflicting 

weaknesses. The future of humanity does not lie in the destruction or conservation of human 

society, but in the development of environmental policies which would be capable of preserving 

both.  

 

Storm, Vulnerability, and the Future of Humanity  

The novel's larger ecological vision takes into tangible expression during the climactic storm. 

The differences between human beings with regard to class, education, country and ability get 

brittle in the presence of very strong environmental forces. The storm is a reminder to readers of 

human limitations. The passing of Fokir is very noteworthy. His sacrifice is a link between 

death, fragility, ecological awareness, and human affection. Nor is the storm made a mere 

metaphor, nor is nature being deified and made immoral for causing the devastation. But Ghosh 

emphasises that humans are always subject to the environment.  

This is a weakness that becomes a very important lesson for future planning. In today's 

technologically advanced cultures, advancement is often seen as leading to more autonomy from 

the natural world. In The Hungry Tide, that assumption is called into question. Despite 

technological advancements, humans are still reliant on water, climate, biodiversity, land, and 

ecological stability. This makes the storm more than just an amazing sight. It highlights the 

repercussions of considering humans to be distinct from natural systems. Heise's philosophy of 

the environment could shed light on larger global interconnections, as suggested by local 

environmental experiences.  

In Ghosh's Sundarbans, a kind of tidal geography becomes a literary space for the imagining of 

the fragility of the environment on a global scale. This means the novel's vision of the future is 

not entirely bleak, but neither is it an optimist's dream. Ghosh does not want to eliminate 

environmental risk. Instead, he proposes that if human societies are humble about their own 

actions, and fair towards people living in precarious circumstances, more responsible futures are 

possible.  

 

Toward an Ethics of Coexistence 

The most ethical achievement of The Hungry Tide is its dismissal of simple oppositions. Local 

knowledge is not idealised and science is not presented as being fundamentally superior to it. 

Conservation is vital but without social justice it is an unethical act. Human life is sacred, but 

the animal life cannot be totally subjected to humans. The novel's ecological picture is built 

upon this intricacy. Ghosh says that environmental ethics should be „inclusive and dialogic'”. 

Piya and Fokir's partnership is the promise of local knowledge and science. Morichjhapi's legacy 

is a warning about environmental laws which oppress under-represented groups. Non-human 

life has rights to the common environment, according to the dolphins and tigers.  

The novel thus takes the ecological thinking out of ownership and into cohabitation. The tides 

constantly alter the terrain, so that it is impossible to fully occupy the Sundarbans. However, 

individuals should be taught to accept uncertainty. This information has profound implications 

for the notion of the future of humanity. The notion that nature is infinite can never be the basis 

for a sustainable future. It can't just be about preserving the environment without taking into 

account poverty, displacement, inequality and cultural awareness. For Ghosh, "social justice and 

ecological sustainability go hand in hand.  

 

 



Vidyabharati International Interdisciplinary  

                                    Research Journal   ISSN 2319-4979 

 

National Interdisciplinary Conference on Chemical Innovations-Environmental Ethics And Global Future  

[9
th

 Oct 2026]                                                      827 

Conclusion  

In Amitav Ghosh's The Hungry Tide, the Sundarban is not only an ecological novel, but also a 

complex field of environmental, social, ethical and historical connections. It delves into the 

competing interpretations and experiences of nature through Piya, Fokir, Kanai, Nirmal and the 

people of the tidal zone. It demonstrates the interdependence of human and non-human systems 

in sustaining human life, thus challenging anthropocentric assumptions. But it also condemns 

environmental policies that fail to take into account sensitive human societies. Morichjhapi's 

role in the book is a testament to the intertwining relationship between environmental justice 

and ecological conservation. Its depiction of Piya and Fokir suggests that experiential and 

scientific knowledge of the environment could be complementary and not antagonistic. In its 

treatment of dolphins, tigers, hurricanes, tides and mangrove landscapes, it challenges the idea 

that nature exists for the benefit of humankind. 

Most importantly, The Hungry Tide presents a vision of the future which is a relational one. 

Domination is not enough to ensure survival. Ecological boundaries need to be recognised, life 

other than human life must be respected, different forms of knowledge must be valued, and 

environmental protection should not contribute to the existing inequalities. Thus, Ghosh 

reframes ecocriticism as an ethical inquiry into the manner in which humans ought to live on a 

delicate and shared planet. In the end, the book implies that comprehending that humans are a 

part of nature will be more important for the future than just protecting nature outside of 

mankind. 
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