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Abstract 
Environmental ethics for a global future provides the moral foundation for balancing human needs with the protection 

of the Earth's ecosystems and resources for generations to come. Environmental ethics examines the moral relationship 

between human beings and the natural environment. Now a day we globally faced environmental degradation has one 

of the most significant challenges for human society / living beings. That is climate change, deforestation, pollution, 

biodiversity loss, water scarcity and unsustainable consumption. These are not only ecological problems but they are 

also social problems associated with patterns of production, consumption, inequality, culture, technology and 

governance. This paper examines environmental ethics from a sociological perspective and explores it's implications 

for the global future. It focused on the relationship between human values, social institutions and Environmental 

Justice, sustainable development, environmental education and collective action. It argues that a sustainable global 

future requires a transformation in social values and lifestyles along with appropriate technological economic and 

strategies. 

Keywords: Environment, Environmental Ethics, Global Future, Human Responsibility, Sustainable 
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Introduction 

Environmental Ethics provides a moral framework for examining these relationships. It asks 

fundamental question such as: What responsibilities do human beings have towards Nature? The 

environment is the fundamental basis of living human existence. Human living beings depend 

on air, water, land, forest, biodiversity and other natural resources for survival and development. 

However, Rapid Industrialization, urbanization, population growth, technological factors (AI) 

and consumer-oriented lifestyles have placed increasing pressure on the natural environment.  

Environmental problems are often discuss in terms of science and technology, but their roots 

and consequences are deeply social. The way people understand nature, use natural resources, 

organize production and consumption and define development has a direct impact on the 

environment.  

From a sociological perspectives, environmental ethics is important because human behavior is 

shaped by culture, social institutions, economic systems, political structures and social values.  

Therefore, understanding environmental problems requires an understanding of society itself. 

 

Meaning of Environmental Ethics 

The global future refers to the future of the world and humanity in terms of environmental 

conditions, economic development, social relationship, technology and International 

cooperation. It focuses on how present day decisions and human activities will influence the 

lives of future. 

Environmental Ethics is a branch of ethics that examines the moral relationship between human 

beings and the natural world. Included these factors like — Respect of Nature, Human 

Responsibility, Environmental Justice, sustainable Developments. 

 

Objects of the study 

1. To understand the concept of environmental ethics 

2. To study environmental issues from a sociological perspectives 

3. To understand the importance of environmental justice 

4. To suggest measures for building a sustainable global future 

5. To study major challenges to Environmental Ethics 

 

Research Methodology 

This study is a primarily descriptive and Analytical in nature. It is based on secondary sources of 

information through internet websites, from Research Articles. etc. 
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Review of literature  

I) Ramchandra Guha : Indian sociologist has made an important contribution to the study of 

Environmental History and environmental movements in India. His work focused on 

environmental issues are closely connected with social relations, livelihoods development and 

conflicts over Natural Resources. 

 

II) Madhav Gadgil : Through his ecological research, emphasized biodiversity conservation 

and the importance of local communities in managing Natural resources. His work provides an 

important basis for understanding the relationship between ecology, developmental ecological 

sustainability and traditional Knowledge. 

 

III) Sunita Narain and Anil Agrawal (1991): Global warming in an Unequal world: A case of 

Environmental colononialism - they had work on climate change, Pollution, environmental 

governance, sustainable development and Environmental Justice also studied on environmental 

ethics and Global sustainability. 

 

IV) 7th Global conference on climate and Sustainable Development Goals synergies: (the 

connections between different goals) 29-30 June, Bangkok, Thailand — This conference 

focused on integrated responses to climate change, environmental degradation and sustainable 

development. 

 

V) UN Climate Summit 2026: Held at UN Headquarters, New York, on 23 September 2026. 

— Here discussed on climate action, clean energy transition, climate finance. The summit also 

emphasized a just transition and international cooperation. 

Above literature indicates that environmental ethics has been widely discussed from 

philosophical, ecological, sociological and development perspectives. 

 

Environmental Issues From Sociological Perspectives : 

Environmental Issues are socially produced and socially experienced. From a sociological 

perspective, environmental issues are not merely problems of nature or science. They are closely 

connected with human behaviour, social institutions, economic systems, culture, inequality, 

power and patterns of development. Sociology studies both how society affects the environment 

and how environmental changes affect different sections of society. 

1. Population Growth and Resource pressure: Population growth can increased demand for 

land, water, food, energy and housing. The sociological perspectives examines how population 

distribution, urbanization and patterns of Resource consumption create environmental pressure. 

2. Industrialization and Pollution: Industrial activities cause of Air, water and soil pollution. 

3. Urbanization: In cities Environmental problems closely connected with Urban social 

organization and inequality. 

4. Consumerism: Excessive consumption can lead to Resource depletion, plastic pollution 

and increasing waste. Environmental sociology studies how cultural values and lifestyles 

influence consumption patterns. 

5. Climate Change and society: Climate change can effect Agriculture, livelihoods, 

migration, employment, food security and communities dependent on natural resources. And its 

effects into social and economic life. 

6. Environmental Inequality: This makes environmental protection an issue of social Justice. 

7. Deforestation and tribal / Local communities: A sociological approach examines Land 

Rights, displacement, traditional Knowledge, livelihoods and conflicts over Natural resources. 

8. Water scarcity: Water scarcities impact direct on living beings. Water shortage is also a 

problem of unequal access and distribution. Sociology examines conflicts between communities, 

Agriculture, Industries and Urban populations over water resources. 

9. Waste and Social Behavior: The increasing production of domestic, Industrial, plastic and 

electronic waste is influenced by consumption pattern and social behavior. Waste management 

also involves questions of occupational inequality and the social status of waste workers. 
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10. Environmental Movements : 
In current scenario environmental movements like — Fridays for Future, India — A youth-lead 

force for climate justice, climate action and ecological protection. 

Swatchh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar - 2026 — A nation wide ocean-conservation campaign in India 

involving students, youth, coastal communities and NGO's. 

Save Mumbai Mangroves / Green Mumbai Sunday — In April 2026, environmental groups 

organized rally. 

 

Siang People's Movement (Arunachal Pradesh) : 

These movements through sociological perspective demonstrate the importance of collective 

consciousness, community participation, environmental Justice and specially for social 

responsibility in creating a sustainable future.  

11. Sociology Examines power relations, institutions, environmental laws, public participation  

and Environmental governance. And also sociologist studied What kind of environment will the 

present generation leave for future generations? 

12. Globalization And Environment 

Sociology examines community and various countries relationship through global inequality, 

production networks and environmental governance. All these and others issues study through 

sociological perspective. 

 

 The Importance of Environmental Justice : 

Environmental Justice is important from a sociological perspective because it highlighted 

environmental issues are closely connected with social structure, inequality and human Rights. 

Environmental Justice is how important for all communities. Here, discussed / explain below 

points like — 

 Encourage sustainable development 

 Encourage Environmental movements 

 Examines power and Resources 

 Address social Inequality 

 Protects Marginalized Communities 

 Promotes Equality for community Development 

Study about Environmental issues are not only Ecological problems, they are also social 

problems, because ecological problems are connected with poverty, inequality, migration, 

health, livelihood and access to resource. 

And also Environmental Justice encourages local communities to participate in environmental 

decision-making. Environmental Justice promotes Gender Justice, Particularly in Rural Area, 

specially women have significant responsibilities related to water, fuel, and household 

resources. Environmental studies about social Justice is also protects Indigenous and Tribal 

Rights, and the importance of their traditional knowledge. 

Environmental Justice connects social Equality with Environmental sustainability. Sustainable 

development becomes meaningful when environmental Resources are protected while social and 

economic inequalities are reduced. In this manner, Environmental Justice is important from a 

sociological perspectives. 

 

 Major Challenges of Environment Ethics : 

The major challenge of Environmental ethics is to establish a balance between human 

development, social Justice and the protection of Nature. Below are challenges of 

Environmental Ethics: 

 Technological Development 

 Global cooperation 

 Climate Change 

 Anthropocentrism: Giving priority to human needs and interest than value of Nature. 

 Loss of Biodiversity 

 Over consumption of Natural Resources: Ex. Excessive consumption of water, forests, 

minerals and fossil fuels creates pressure on ecosystem. 
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 Pollution and waste: Air, water, soil and plastic pollution create ethnical concerns about 

responsibility for environmental Harm. 

 Weak Environmental Awareness and Values: Lack of environmental education and 

ethical awareness can lead to environmentally harmful behavior. 

 New Technologies: Technologies such as Artificial intelligence, biotechnology and large-

scale industrial systems create new questions about environmental Risks and Human 

Responsibility. 

In this way the major challenges of Environmental ethics. So, It requires changes not only in 

environmental policies but also in human values, consumption patterns and social behavior. 

 

 Measures for Building a Sustainable Global Future : 

Building a sustainable global future requires a collective transformation in human values, 

economic systems, technology, governance and social behavior. 

A sustainable global future means creating a world in which present generation can meet their 

needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. From an 

environmental and sociological perspectives, the following measures are important: 

 Promoting sustainable development 

 Transition to Renewable Energy (Ex. solar, wind, hydro) 

 Protection of Biodiversity (Ex - Forest, Wildlife, ocean) 

 Sustainable use of Natural Resources 

 Addressing climate change 

 Promoting Environmental Justice 

 Sustainable consumption and production 

 Environmental Education and Awareness 

 Community Participation 

 Gender Equality and social Inclusion 

 International cooperation 

These are the measures of a sustainable Global Future. Sustainability can be achieved when 

environmental protection, social Justice and economic development are treated as 

interconnected Goals. 

 

Conclusion 

Thus building a sustainable global future is not merely a matter of environmental protection, it is 

comprehensive process connected with economic development, social Justice, human values and 

the well-being of future generations. 

Sustainable development requires the promotion of renewable energy, conservation of natural 

Resources, protection of Biodiversity and effective measures to address climate change. At the 

same time, sustainable consumption and production, environmental education, public awareness 

and active community participation are essential. from the perspective of environmental justice, 

women, tribal communities, poor and marginalized groups should have equal opportunities, and 

meaningful participation in environmental decision-making. Strong environmental laws, 

transparent governance and accountability are also necessary for effective environmental 

management. Since environmental challenges transcend national boundaries, international 

cooperation, technology sharing, and collective responsibility are equally important. Therefore, 

by balancing present development with the protection of future generations, we can create a 

global future that is environmentally sustainable, socially justice and economically capable of 

working successfully. 
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