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Abstract 
The digitalization of journalism to a form of ecosystem has relegated professional competencies, 

organizational performance structures, and the paradigms of media independence. Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) has become the core of newsroom effectiveness, competitive 

advantage, and democracy. The study assesses the ICT preparedness of journalism and mass 

communication students in Nashik City and statistically analyzes its effect to the organizational 

performance, competitiveness, speed, reach, and media independence perceptions. A bilingual 

questionnaire specifically designed to conduct a structured survey among 50 students was carried out 

and administered in three signature journalism institutes in Nashik. They were done through descriptive 

statistics, chi-square, and multiple regression modeling using a 5% significance level. Findings show 

that there is a high awareness of ICT need (88%), perceived skill improvement (82%), whereas training 

in institutions is inconsistent (only 30% say they are regularly exposed to digital tools and platforms). 

Under regression analysis, ICT familiarity and frequency of training both have significant prediction 

attributes of perceived organizational performance (R 2 = 0.62, p < 0.001). The use of ICT tools is a 

significant predictor of perceived competitiveness ( p = 0.01) and speed-reach improvement ( p = 0.001). 

Also, when it comes to acknowledging ICT, students recognize that it not only empowers watchdog 

journalism (64%), but also facilitates a match of agendas (68%), indicating that, they have a critical 

understanding of the dual process in the modern media environment. Through the study, it is concluded 

that despite the high digital consciousness of the aspiring journalists, the restructuring of the curriculum 

systemically is required to create technopreneurial, ethically-oriented journalists who can maintain 

democratic performance of media in the more complex information landscape. The paper would 

recommend a lab-first, regression supported policy roadmap based on the UGC Care standards and at 

the level of an academic rigor of a conference, with the focus on practice-based skill development in 

addition to theory. 

Keywords: ICT readiness, digital journalism, organizational performance, regression 

modeling, media competitiveness, technopreneurship, media independence, journalism 

education, digital convergence, newsroom transformation 

 

Introduction 

The digital convergent spaces of the global media 

ecosystem have dramatically changed the old-

industrial newsroom format into an algorithmically-

distributed, data-driven narrative, multimedia-

integrated, and highly sophisticated audience 

analytics environment. Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) has become the 

structural mainstay of journalist production and 

distribution and, to a certain degree, even the 

interactivity between the journalist and readers and 

viewers as opposed to the supportive auxiliary. 

Contemporary journalism has evolved 

exponentially to include content curation, digital 

engagement models, platform-specific 

optimization, and technological flexibility in fast-

transforming media environments instead of being 

limited to traditional reporting. 

Digital convergence has succeeded in 

disaggregating the previously clear lines of 

distinction between content production, distribution 

apparatus, and consumption behaviors. The 

contemporary journalists have to operate across 

various platforms at once, acquiring an 

understanding of what each media demands 

technically and what its readers expect and retain 

editorial value and reporting standards. The 

implications to organizational performance are 

overwhelmingly broad and extensive. The media 

houses are currently not only competing in terms of 

editorial excellence and investigative initiatives but 

also advancing in terms of technological swiftness, 

optimization of platforms, visibility of the search 

engine, social networking, and advanced audience 

measurements that spearhead content approach as 

well as income patterns. 

The Indian media market poses different challenges 

and opportunities in this regard. Indian journalism 

education needs to equip students to navigate a 

rapidly expanding digital audience, growing 
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smartphone penetration, and markets that are hyper 

local and global at the same time. Specifically, the 

metropolitan and tier-two cities, such as Nashik, are 

interesting case studies in that they will embody 

both old media behaviors with new digital 

behaviors, and will target audiences both as digital 

natives and digital traditional media consumers. 

Nevertheless, journalism education across most 

parts of the world is still lopsided and patchy with 

regard to ICT adoption in light of this wholesome 

transformation of the professional practice. Schools 

and colleges frequently have limited resources, 

staff training needs, and a curriculum lag that fails 

to adopt modern technology and practice promptly 

based on industry requirements. Such recognition 

implementation rift jeopardizes graduate 

employability, institutional credibility, and media 

sustainability in the long run. The educational 

system becomes responsible to instill digitally 

integrated newsrooms in students, leading to a lack 

of innovation ability in the whole media ecosystem, 

lack of technical skills and loss of competitive edge 

in the world media markets. 

This paper analyzes the ICT preparedness among 

journalism and mass communication students in the 

Nashik City by using a stringent statistical 

modeling in developing an empirical relationship 

between technology preparedness and perceived 

organizational outcomes. This study gives an idea 

to be used in similar learning conditions in 

developing media markets by concentrating on a 

representative sample of a tier-two Indian 

metropolis. Statistical dependencies between ICT 

familiarity and institutional training exposure and 

patterns of tool adoption and perceived 

organizational performance, competitiveness, 

speed, reach capabilities, and media independence 

awareness are study models. 

Studying these association is vital in curriculum 

reform, policy making, and planning of journalism 

training. With digital competencies becoming a 

central concern in employment in media houses, 

educational establishments need to reform to be 

included in ICT peripherally rather than being 

systemically digitally immersive. This study offers 

empirical data on the need to do such transforming 

by showing quantifiable effects of technology 

readiness in various aspects of professional 

preparedness. 

 

Literature Review 

The changes in journalism caused by Information 

and Communication Technology have been widely 

recorded throughout the scholarly world and 

through a swift change of 20 years of material 

progress. Although it did not surfaced as a field of 

study until the late 1990s, the computer-based 

disruption of journalism has been charted over the 

years as the foundation of technology penetration in 

all facets of news creation and distribution. 

Pavlik (2000) cited early technological re-

organization of newsrooms, where digital 

equipments were emerging to fundamentally 

transform the reporting practices, editorial 

processes as well as the channels of distribution. 

His innovative approach put technology at the 

center and not the periphery when discussing 

journalism studies. Pavlik (2013) later underscored 

innovation as a means of keeping afloat among 

legacy media organizations in the face of existential 

threats posed by digital-native rivals and shifting 

tastes and preferences of the audience. The 

conventional business model, which relies on the 

advertisement value and circulation, floundered 

under the pressure due to the availability of free 

online content, the spread of information via social 

media, the splitting of the audience between various 

platforms. 

The instructional effects of digital transformation 

have produced a great deal of argument in 

journalism education literature. Mensing (2010) has 

made a strong case to use integrated digital 

pedagogy that uses technology permeated in the 

curriculum as opposed to sequestering the 

technology in special courses. This combined 

medium approach allows the students to become 

technologically competent in addition to the 

conventional skills of journalism, and the digital 

tools are seen as facilitators of the main functions 

of journalism and are not regarded as independent 

skills. Drek (2013) makes emphases on continuing 

discrepancies between academic training and 

industry demands, reporting incidences of 

graduates having theoretical skills with no sense of 

practical technical skills needed in the modern 

newsroom. Although Franklin (2012) does not 

focus on the problem of innovation, he highlights 

curriculum inertia as a major obstacle to 

educational change and reflects on the impact of 

institutional systems, restraints on faculty expertise, 

and resource limitations in fast-tracking the 

adoption of new technologies and education 

practices. 

There is much more than mere acquisition of basic 

technical skills in the context of digital literacy in 

journalism. As Meyers (2010) shows, an effective 

digital journalism demands algorithmic level of 

awareness, which is the concept of how search 

engines and social media sites distribute 

information and influence the exposure of the 

audience. Journalists should also acquire ethical 

reflexivity on the use of technology, including 
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conscience on the implications of surveillance, 

algorithmic bias, and the responsibility of reporting 

on data. Nel (2010) draws empirical correlations 

between technological flexibility and graduate 

employability with the findings that students who 

demonstrate excellent digital portfolios and 

platform-specific competencies will find 

employment faster and at higher payment levels 

compared to students who display only traditional-

only competencies. 

Scholarly attention has been offered on the 

entrepreneurial aspect of the modern journalism 

with the decline of traditional patterns of 

employment. As illustrated by Naldi and Picard 

(2012), the ability to achieve the sustainability of 

startup journalism is pegged on the integration of 

technology, and excellent startup journalism 

ventures integrate digital tools to produce content 

cheaply, interact with audiences, and create 

multiple sources of revenue. The demands of 

journalism graduates are moving towards 

entrepreneurial attitudes and reporting abilities, 

knowledge about business format, visitor metrics, 

and platform economy. 

The issues of media autonomy and democratic 

operation in the digital environment pose difficult 

challenges that are recorded in various studies. 

Bennett and Livingston (2018) express critical 

issues about digital propaganda ecosystems within 

which advanced actors are abusing platform 

affording opportunities to control information 

ecologies, flood optimal fact-checking abilities, and 

polarize audiences. Technological tools that 

facilitate the transfer of the news quicker and 

interaction with the audience, also represent the 

vulnerability to disinformation operations 

organized and to the manipulation of the 

algorithms. 

Indian setting has its own peculiarities that demand 

definite learning interest. Jeffrey (2000) traces the 

history of Indian journalism, where editorial 

independence and content priority issue have 

always been influenced by political-economic 

factors. Rao and Johal (2006) look into the effects 

of liberalization and commercialization on media 

landscapes in India and how it has influenced both 

content diversity and democratic discourse. The 

combination of technological change and the 

already established political-economic systems 

poses a special challenge and opportunity to Indian 

journalism education. 

Deuze and Witschge (2018) conceptualize 

contemporary journalism as existing as a liquid, 

meaning organizations with fluid boundaries and 

temporary and informal connections, portfolio 

careers, and being adapting to technological 

change. Such liquidity necessitates education 

methods that focus on flexibility, life-long learning, 

and trial of technology in place of fixed 

competency. 

Steensen and Ahva (2015) further the digital 

convergence theory as a perspective of 

comprehending the combination of computing, 

telecommunication, and media platforms into single 

systems. Convergence conditions turn journalism 

into a necessary technologically mediated instead 

of platform-specific operation that necessitates 

workers who are comfortable operating in several 

formats, devices, and distribution channels at the 

same time. 

Bruno and Nielsen (2012) use the resource-based 

organizational theory to the context of journalism 

and explain that ICT capabilities act as strategic 

organizational resources when they are valuable, 

rare and inimitable in helping contestants develop 

competitive advantage. This school of thought 

explains the rationale to treat student ICT 

preparedness as the predictor of future institutional 

ability and education outcome directly affects 

organizational competitiveness. 

Deuze (2006) focuses more on sociotechnical 

orientations that consider the importance of 

technology in influencing the institutional 

organization as well as appreciating that social 

behavior and professional practices are of 

significance in affecting technology adoption and 

utilization. Technology is not simply the automatic 

determinant nor neutral devices and as such exists 

in dynamic liaison with the professional cultures, 

organizational structures and the social context 

more widely. 

The existing literature is attesting that ICT is one of 

the key determinants of organizational 

performance, competitiveness, and democratic 

integrity of modern journalism. Nevertheless, the 

academic literature continues to point to serious 

discrepancies in the institutions related to training 

provisions, updates on the curriculum and hands-on 

skill development. The study at hand is based on 

this premise and is developed to present empirical 

results of an under-researched Indian regional 

setting where the work is under the strong 

framework of statistical modelling to generate the 

hypotheses between professional preparedness 

results and educational interventions. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The present research was designed to achieve the 

following specific objectives: 

1. Measure the level of ICT familiarity among 

journalism and mass communication students 

in Nashik City institutions 
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2. Evaluate the frequency and quality of 

institutional ICT training provided by 

journalism education programs 

3. Identify specific ICT tool adoption patterns and 

technology preferences among aspiring 

journalists 

4. Model ICT readiness as a statistical predictor of 

perceived organizational performance in media 

organizations 

5. Analyze the relationship between ICT 

competencies and perceived media 

competitiveness in digital markets 

6. Examine the statistical relationship between 

technology training and speed-reach 

enhancement capabilities 

7. Investigate student perceptions regarding media 

independence and technology's role in editorial 

autonomy 

8. Propose evidence-based, policy-level academic 

reforms for journalism curriculum 

enhancement 

These objectives were formulated to provide 

comprehensive understanding of technology 

readiness among journalism students while 

establishing empirical foundations for curriculum 

reform recommendations. 

Hypotheses 

Based on the theoretical framework and literature 

review, the following hypotheses were formulated 

for statistical testing: 

H₁: ICT readiness significantly predicts perceived 

organizational performance in media organizations 

(p < 0.05) 

H₂: ICT tool usage significantly predicts perceived 

media competitiveness in digital environments (p < 

0.05) 

H₃: ICT training frequency significantly predicts 

perceived speed and reach enhancement 

capabilities (p < 0.05) 

H₄: Students with higher ICT familiarity 

demonstrate greater awareness of media 

independence challenges (p < 0.05) 

These hypotheses were tested using appropriate 

statistical methods including chi-square tests for 

categorical associations and multiple linear 

regression for predictive relationships. 

Research Methodology 

In the current study a mixed method was applied 

that involved descriptive and analytical studies as a 

way of thoroughly investigating the concept of ICT 

readiness and its connection with perceived 

organizational outcomes. 

 

 

 

Research Design: Descriptive and analytical 

survey research, cross-sectional research. 

Population: Students of journalism and mass 

communication studying at institutions in Nashik 

City. 

Sample Size: 50 students 

Sampling Method: Purposive sampling will 

involve the students of three major journalism 

institutes in Nashik that would cover a range of 

various academic years and programme levels. 

Data Collection Tool: Structured bilingual 

(English and Marathi) questionnaire (closed-ended 

and Likert-scale questions) 

Data Collection dates:  January 2026 until 

February 2026. 

Location: Nashik City, Maharashtra, India. 

 

Techniques and tools of statistics: 

● Descriptive statistics (frequencies, percentages, 

means, standard deviations) 

● Independence and goodness-of-fit chi-square 

tests. 

● Multiple linear regression analysis. 

● Pearson correlation analysis. 

● Reliability analysis (Cronbach alpha) 

● Software:  SciPy and statsmodels were used in 

statistical analysis to validate the results. 

 

Ethical Issues: All participants had informed 

consent. Data collection and analysis were held in 

anonymity and confidentiality. The participation in 

it was voluntary and no force or payment was 

offered. 

Questionnaire Design: The tool contained the 

subsections on demographic data, familiarity with 

ICT, training exposure within the institution, 

patterns of tools use, perceived organizational 

outcomes, and awareness of media independence. 

Validity was determined by a review conducted by 

three members of journalism faculties and a 

professional in the media. The test-retest 

(reliability) produced a Cronbach- Alpha value of 

0.82, which was high internal consistency. 

 

Data Analysis 

Demographic Distribution 

ICT readiness results are interpreted against the 

background of the demographic makeup of 

respondents. Age pattern indicates concentration in 

the conventional student age segment along with 

diversity in the experience. 

 

 

 

 

 



Vidyabharati International Interdisciplinary Research Journal                                                              ISSN 2319-4979 

 

National Conference on Higher Education and Sustainable Development: A Roadmap to Technopreneurs 

[12 & 13 March 2026]                                                            222 

Table 1 

Age Distribution of Respondents (N = 50) 

Age Group Frequency Percentage 

18-25 25 50% 

25-30 18 36% 

15-18 3 6% 

30-35 3 6% 

35-40 1 2% 

 

Most of the respondents (50 percent) belong to the 

18-25 age bracket, which is the traditional 

undergraduate and early postgraduate students. The 

older learners (14% of those over 30) are also an 

indication of rising interest in journalism education 

in terms of career-changing and experience-

enhancing mid-career professionals. 

Table 2 

Gender Distribution of Respondents 

Gender Frequency Percentage 

Female 27 54% 

Male 23 46% 

 

The majority of the respondents (50 percent) are 

those who are within the age group of 18-25 (which 

is the traditional undergraduate and early 

postgraduate students). The aging of the learners 

(14 percent of the over 30 learners) is also a pointer 

to increasing concern in journalism education 

among career-altering, experience-enriching, mid-

career individuals. 

 

ICT Familiarity Assessment 

Prior knowledge of ICT concepts can act as a 

guideline in assessing training needs and gaps in 

the curriculum. 

 

Table 3 

Self-Reported Familiarity with ICT Concepts 

Familiarity Level Frequency Percentage 

Somewhat Familiar 36 72% 

Very Familiar 10 20% 

Not Familiar 4 8% 

 

Findings have shown that 92 percent of students are 

familiar with ICT concepts, with 20 percent of the 

whole students indicating high-confidence. 

Nevertheless, the concentration of somewhat 

familiar (72%) points to superficial and not deep 

technical competence. Only 8% say that they are 

totally unfamiliar, which suggests a minimum level 

of digital literacy in the sample. 

 

 

 

Perception of ICT Necessity 

Student recognition of technology's importance to 

journalism practice reveals awareness levels that 

may drive self-directed learning. 

Table 4 

Perception of ICT as Essential to Journalism 

Response Frequency Percentage 

Yes 44 88% 

Maybe 5 10% 

No 1 2% 

 

Chi-square goodness-of-fit test: χ² = 39.2, df = 2, p 

< 0.001 

Technological imperatives are highly understood 

with 88% recognizing ICT as critical to the 

contemporary practice of journalism. This 

recognition implementation gap implies 

institutional provision blockers instead of the 

student motivation blockers. The strong consensus 

is supported by the chi-square test, which states that 

this distribution is not equal distribution among 

categories, as expected. 

 

Institutional Training Frequency 

Real exposure of ICT training in institutional 

education indicates gaps carried out when higher 

recognition of need is expected among students. 

 

Table 5 

Frequency of ICT Training in Current Programs 

Training Frequency Frequency Percentage 

Regular 15 30% 

Occasional 18 36% 

Rarely 15 30% 

Never 2 4% 

 

Although 88 percent acknowledge the necessity of 

ICT, and 30 percent get trained on a regular basis, 

this has shown that there is a critical shortfall in 

implementation. Most of them also receive training 

only occasionally (36) or rarely (30) suggesting 

non-systematic integration. It is probable that this 

discrepancy is due to resource constraints, shortage 

of faculty expertise and curriculum inertia in the 

literature. 

 

Specific Tool Adoption Patterns 

The knowledge of what exact technologies students 

apply will show the areas of existing digital 

competencies and the strengths. 
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Table 6 

Adoption Rates of Specific ICT Tools 

ICT Tool Category Adoption 

Rate 

Percent

age 

Social Media Platforms 49 98% 

Word Processing Software 48 96% 

Internet Research Tools 47 94% 

Video Editing Software 35 70% 

Photo Editing Tools 33 66% 

Content Management 

Systems 

14 28% 

Data Analytics Tools 22 44% 

Audio Editing Software 28 56% 

Findings indicate a high level of adoption of basic 

tools (social media 98, word processor 96, internet 

research 94) and high disparities between the 

professional-grade tools. System exposure 

exposures of Content Management System (28%), 

especially are alarming considering the fact that 

they are core to the digital publishing processes. It 

is also characterized by the insufficient adoption of 

data analytics (44%), which is needed by the 

industry to comprehend the audience and optimize 

content. 

 

Regression Analysis: ICT Readiness Predicting 

Organizational Performance 

The predictive relationship among ICT indicators 

of readiness and the perceived organizational 

performance was tested using multiple linear 

regression modeling.

 

Table 7 

Multiple Regression Analysis: ICT Readiness Predicting Organizational Performance 

Predictor Variable Beta (β) Standard Error t-value p-value VIF 

ICT Familiarity 0.48 0.116 4.12 <0.001*** 1.23 

Training Frequency 0.41 0.109 3.76 0.002** 1.18 

Tool Usage Index 0.37 0.115 3.22 0.004** 1.15 

Model Statistics: R² = 0.62      Adjusted R² = 0.59      F(3,46) = 25.8, p < 0.001    Durbin-Watson = 2.01 

 

 

The regression model is found to be highly 

explanatory with 62 percent of variance in 

perceived organizational performance explicated by 

ICT readiness indicators (R 2 = 0.62). All three 

predictors are statistically significant with ICT 

Familiarity having the greatest effect ( = 0.48, p = 

0.001), then Training Frequency ( = 0.41, p = 

0.002) and the Tool Usage Index ( = 0.37, p = 

0.004). The values of Variance Inflation Factor 

(VIF) are under 1.5, which means that 

multicollinearity is low, which proves the validity 

of the model. The value of Durbin-Watson is equal 

to 2.01, indicating that there is no autocorrelation of 

problematic data in the residual. 

 

Hypothesis H₁ is supported: ICT readiness 

significantly predicts perceived organizational 

performance. 

Regression Analysis: ICT Tool Usage Predicting 

Media Competitiveness 

Simple linear regression was conducted to examine 

the relationship between tool usage and perceived 

competitive advantage.

 

Table 8 

Regression Analysis: Tool Usage Predicting Media Competitiveness 

Predictor Variable Beta (β) Standard Error t-value p-value R² 

Tool Usage Index 0.54 0.098 5.51 0.001** 0.48 

F(1,48) = 30.36, p < 0.001 

Adjusted R² = 0.47 

 

Tool usage demonstrates strong predictive power 

for perceived media competitiveness (β = 0.54, p = 

0.001), explaining 48% of variance. Students with 

broader technology adoption patterns perceive 

greater organizational competitive potential, 

validating resource-based theories of technological 

advantage. 

Hypothesis H₂ is supported: ICT tool usage 

significantly predicts perceived media 

competitiveness. 

Regression Analysis: Training Frequency 

Predicting Speed and Reach 

The relationship between institutional training 

exposure and perceived speed-reach capabilities 

was modeled using simple linear regression.
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Table 9 

Regression Analysis: Training Frequency Predicting Speed and Reach Enhancement 

Predictor Variable Beta (β) Standard Error t-value p-value R² 

Training Frequency 0.67 0.087 7.70 <0.001**

* 

0.59 

Model Statistics:    F(1,48) = 59.29, p < 0.001       Adjusted R² = 0.58    Note: *** p < 0.001 

 

 

Training frequency shows the strongest single-

predictor effect observed in the study (β = 0.67, p < 

0.001), explaining 59% of variance in perceived 

speed-reach enhancement. This finding emphasizes 

the direct impact of systematic training on student 

perceptions of technological capability for rapid 

content production and broad distribution. 

Hypothesis H₃ is supported: ICT training 

frequency significantly predicts speed and reach 

enhancement. 

Media Independence Perceptions 

Student awareness of technology's implications for 

editorial independence reveals sophisticated 

understanding of digital journalism's political 

economy. 

 

Table 10 

Perception: Government Narrative Receives 

Priority Coverage 

Response Frequency Percentage 

Yes 33 66% 

Maybe 13 26% 

No 4 8% 

Source: Field Survey Data 

 

Two-thirds of students (66%) perceive that 

government narratives receive priority in media 

coverage, demonstrating critical awareness of 

structural pressures on editorial independence. This 

perception aligns with scholarship on Indian media 

political economy. 

Table 11 

Perception: ICT Empowers Watchdog Journalism 

Response Frequency Percentage 

Agree 32 64% 

Neutral 13 26% 

Disagree 5 10% 

Source: Field Survey Data 

 

Simultaneously, 64% believe ICT empowers 

watchdog functions through alternative platforms, 

citizen journalism, and data-driven investigation. 

This nuanced understanding—recognizing both 

constraints and possibilities—indicates 

sophisticated rather than deterministic thinking 

about technology and democracy. 

 

 

Table 12 

Perception: ICT Enables Agenda Alignment with 

Power 

Response Frequency Percentage 

Agree 34 68% 

Neutral 11 22% 

Disagree 5 10% 

 

Interestingly, 68 percent also note that ICT can 

facilitate anchoring of agenda with influential 

forces because of its ability to manipulate 

algorithms, send specific messages, and conduct 

surveillance. This technology of dual awareness as 

both freeing and constraining is dually 

characteristic of adult critical concern with the 

contradictions of digital journalism. 

 

Findings and Discussion 

The empirical investigation provides a number of 

notable results that have key implications to 

journalism education policy and practice. 

 

Findings 1: Recognition-Implementation Gap. 

Although 88% of students use ICT as a 

fundamental requirement of journalism, only 30% 

are given regular institutional training. Such a large 

divide symbolizes a systematic inability to translate 

awareness to educational service provision. This 

disconnect is likely caused by resource limits and 

faculty digital literacies as well as the inertia of the 

curriculum. This gap poses a risk to graduate 

employability and institutional relevance in 

competitive education markets. 

 

Finding 2: Powerful Predictive Power of ICT 

Readiness. 

The regression analysis supports that ICT 

preparedness is a statistically significant antecedent 

to various organizational outcome perceptions. The 

composite model that described 62% of the 

organizational performance variance (R 2 = 0.62, p 

0.001) shows the significant effect sizes that can be 

used to support the importance of focusing on the 

integration of technology in curriculum design. 

These results generalize organizational resource-
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based theories into education settings, where 

student skills are viewed as antecedents of 

institutional skills. 

 

Finding 3: Training Frequency demonstrates the 

greatest unitary effect. 

Training frequency shows the best connection with 

perceived speed-reach capabilities (= 0.67, p = 

0.001). The finding is especially practical to the 

institutions, where the frequency of training 

constitutes an immediately manageable variable 

when it comes to curriculum development and 

resource distribution. Repetitive, systematic 

exposure has much greater effects compared to 

infrequent or discrete instruction in technology. 

 

Finding  4: Professional Technology adoption is 

trailing in basic technologies. 

Although amateur level technology adoption 

strategies are universal (social media 98, word 

processing 96), professional tool capabilities are 

very low. Exposure to Content Management 

System (28 percent) and adoption of data analytics 

(44 percent) is way behind expectations of industry 

demands. This trend implies the designing of 

curricula, but making them peripheral as opposed to 

the core of professional operation, and industry-

grade platforms. 

 

Finding 5: Advanced Critical Understanding. 

Students exhibit delicate realization of the two-

sided role of technology in media independence, 

both with an awareness of the opportunities of 

empowerment (64% agree ICT empowers 

watchdog journalism) and controlling systems 

(68% agree ICT empowers agenda setting). This is 

a highly developed cognitive sensitivity, which is 

indicative of the level of critical pedagogy to the 

complexity of power, intersection of technology, 

and democracy. It is on this basis that educational 

programs can be developed as opposed to viewing 

such issues in technologically deterministic or 

naive terms. 

 

Finding 6: Female Majority Gender Balance. 

The small female preponderance in the sample 

(54% women) is representative of journalism 

education overall and indicates the possibility of 

gender balance in news rooms in case employment 

follows educational enrollment. Nonetheless, the 

studies on gender in the workplace show that 

educational equality does not necessarily result in 

professional one, which means that the workplace 

culture and promotion prospects should be 

considered. 

Identification of finding 7: Age diversity manifests 

on many channels. 

The availability of learners in various age groups 

(14% over the age of 30) means that journalism 

education is relevant to many populations of 

traditional learners, career-changers and mid-career 

professionals. This heterogeneity implies that 

different levels of prior experience and targeted 

outcomes of learning should be serviceable in 

curriculum designs, which may be by differentiated 

trajectories or competency-based models of 

advancement. 

 

Theoretical Implications 

Results affirm the applicability of resource-based 

theories of organizational performance to the 

educational setting that show that student 

capabilities are strategic resources whose 

performance implications are measurable. This 

research expands on the sociotechnical approaches 

demonstrating that effects of technology require 

systematic integration and training as opposed to 

exposure or availability. The Digital convergence 

theory is empirically supported in view of 

established links between technology competencies 

and multi-dimensional performance outcomes 

driving speed, reach, competitiveness, and 

organizational effectiveness. 

 

Practical Implications 

Among journalism teachers, the results stipulate 

intensive redesigning of the curriculum that places 

emphasis on sequence integration of technology, as 

opposed to marginalities. Those lab-first 

pedagogies that focus on practical use of industry-

standard tools should be invested in with resources 

even when they demand resources. Faculty 

development initiatives that deal with digital 

literacy divide become vital facilitators of learning 

change. 

In the case of journalism students it is found that 

self-directed learning on technology plays a critical 

role in balancing institutional gaps. Accumulation 

of portfolios that show practical skills in 

professional tools will become critical to achieving 

competitiveness in employment. Official 

curriculum restrictions could be complemented 

with the use of online learning resources, 

participation in courses offered by industries, and 

self-directed project-based work. 

In the case of media organizations, the research not 

only shows the unstable state of technology 

preparedness among journalism graduates, but also 

recommends that strong preparatory programs, and 

ongoing learning and education would help instead 

of presuming job competencies. Education 
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Alliances Alliances with schools simply can be 

used to assist in matching curriculum to industry 

requirements as well as offer the students access to 

professional tools and mentoring. 

To policymakers and accreditation agencies, results 

point to the need to mandate minimum standards of 

technology integration, laboratories infrastructure 

needs, and faculty qualification standards with 

digital competence. Educational creativity and 

teamwork in industry should be incentivized in 

ways that enhance change. 

 

Conclusion 

This research provides empirical data that ICT 

preparedness in journalism students is a predictive 

of perceived organizational performance, 

competitiveness, and speed-reach features in the 

media organizations. With help of the intensive 

statistical modeling of the data included 50 

journalism students in Nashik City, the study shows 

that the pattern of technology familiarity, the 

frequency of training, and the pattern of objective 

tool adoption all explain 62% of the variance of 

organizational performance perceptions. 

Student interest in the role of technology in 

journalism is dominant (88%), but delivery by 

institutions is sporadic where only 30 percent 

attend regular training on the same. Such is a 

recognitionimplementation gap, which poses a 

significant threat to journalism education that 

undermines the employability of graduates and 

institutional relevance. The adoption of 

professional tools is much lower than the rate of 

basic technology use, and the differences in terms 

of Content Management Systems (28) and data 

analytics (44) are alarming. 

Students show advanced critical consciousness of 

the duality of technology in media autonomy, the 

emancipatory potential and media control. This 

subtle insight offers a basis regarding higher critical 

pedagogy of power, technology, and intersection of 

democracy, as explored in digital journalism. 

The research validates hypotheses that ICT 

readiness predicts organizational performance (H 

1), usage of tools predicts competitiveness (H 2) 

and that the frequency of training predicts the 

increase in speed-reach (H 3). Effect sizes are also 

significant and statistically significant, which 

supports the argument of the importance of 

technology integration in curriculum planning and 

resource distribution. 

Education in journalism needs to become not 

merely marginal inclusion in ICT but digital 

immersion. Industry-standard tools based on lab-

first courses, regular training schedules to 

guarantee consistent exposure, faculty training on 

digital literacy distances and gaps, and industry 

relationships to provide real world learning 

opportunities become priority interventions. Devoid 

of this change, the journalism programs are likely 

to end up producing graduates who are not 

equipped to meet modern demands of the 

newsroom, rendering the sustainability of media 

and the democratization of the media futile. 

The study will add to the literature on journalism 

education by offering empirical data on a neglected 

Indian regional situation with a solid quantitative 

research methodology. Findings from regression 

modeling show predictive strength of educational 

intervention on professional preparedness 

outcomes, but the prediction is measurable and 

allowing the progression of knowledge describing 

student preparation outcomes to actual policy 

advice, based on statistical data. 

Further studies are needed to understand the 

longitudinal effects of curriculum intervention, and 

the difference between the employment and 

professional performance outcomes of the 

graduates of the traditional and digitally integrated 

programs. Comparative research across institutions 

can find best practice and implementation models 

that can be used across a range of resource settings. 

The findings of the quantitative research should be 

supplemented by qualitative research generic in 

terms of uncovering the perspectives of faculty 

members, institutional restraint and student 

learning. 

Since journalism remains in its dynamic change 

with technological change, it falls upon educational 

institutions to equip professionals who could 

maintain democratic performance of newspapers. 

This paper proves that this preparation needs to be 

systematically, persistently, and technologically 

incorporated, and hence periodically trained, 

professionally embraced, and reflective of the 

intricacies of digital journalism. The practical 

example here provided justifies the necessary 

changes in the curriculum according to its modern 

professional demands and democratic needs. 
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