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Our Institution:

Education is the source of knowledge and inspiration. Knowledge
is not a destination to be reached but a journey to be experienced. With
this view. Aryan College was established on 10" July 1944 by the
freedom fighters of Hyderabad Province to avail educational
opportunities to the needy and poor students of this remote rural area.
Later on Rajasthan Education Society was formed in 1945 that gave
financial and management muscle to flourish the college and later
renamed as Rajasthan Aryan Arts, Shr1i Mithulalji Kachohya
Commerce and Shri Satyanarayanji Rathi Science Mahavidyalaya.

R. A. College is the most renowned college in Washim District
and 1s one of the selected colleges of India which has been awarded 'A’
Grade thrice in 2004, 2011 and 2017 by NAAC Bengaluru. The
college offers education in Arts, Commerce and Science streams with
12 PG and 12 Ph. D. programmes. The college has 09 recognized
research centers for aspirant researchers. It has active Placement and
Guidance Cell to avail various job opportunities to the students.

Women Empowerment Cell:

The Women Empowerment Cell of R. A. College Washim
engages, sensitizes and empowers the students of the mstitution
towards the cause of gender equality. With the motto of 'Educate
and Empower’' the cell organizes guest lectures, workshops and
awareness programs on various women related issues like health
and hygiene , Women Safety, Financial Literacy, Self Defense etc.
to instill confidence and ethical values in the girl students and make

them realize their potential. The cell also focuses on empowering
and strengthening their confidence to be the future women leaders,
bureaucrats, industrialists, researchers, and responsible citizens.

About the Conference:

The National Conference on “Prospects of Women
Empowerment in the Present Era” aims to deliberate on the
intricacies on how women can be empowered in various areas of life
like Politics, Administration, Law, Safety and Security,
Transportation, Tourism, Industry, Media, Health etc. This
Conference will provide a common platform to all Academicians,
Research Scholars, Women Entrepreneurs, PG students, Home
Makers etc. to share their views on the women empowerment related
i1ssues.

Women are the harbingers of change and the shapers of the
future of our society and nation. The main areas in which conference
will facilitate knowledge building are Prospects of Women
Empowerment in Today's Era, Need of Emotional and Physical well
being of Women, Role of Law in Women Empowerment, and Need
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Dr. R.G. Maske
Director, IQAC, R.A. College Washim

FROM THE IQAC’S DESK

In the history of human development, woman has been as important as man. In fact,
the status, employment, and work performed by women in society is the indicator of a
nation’s overall progress. Without the participation of women in national activities, the
social, economic, or political progress of a country will be stagnated. Women constitute half
of the humanity. But she earns only one-third of the total income and owns less than one-
tenth of the world’s resources. This shows that the economic status of women is in pathetic
condition and this is more so in a country like India. Empowerment of women may be taken
as a means of strengthening women's position in the socio-political power structure of the
society. But empowerment in this sense cannot be achieved without strengthening women's
position in the existing economic system. This means the need of creating both more socio-
economic opportunities and capacities for women in the society. This would enable women to
play decisive roles in the family and society equally with their male counterparts, so that
question of oppressions, discriminations, injustice, deprivation, and degradation for women
as a group would turn to be totally irrelevant.

The source of empowerment should not remain confined to the domain of government
machinery alone. Empowerment will remain a distant dream unless the government
programmes on empowerments are combined with a change in the social attitude and a re-
reading of women's position. Self-confidence and self-reliance are essential conditions for
empowerment, which no super-imposed programs can inculcate in them. In the realization of
this inner strength, lies actual empowerment.

Although with changing times and scenarios the contribution of women in progress
and other economic activities is said to be on the rise but development activities have
benefited only a little segment of the women. The rural women consisting most of the female
population in India are still uneducated about the ongoing events. Encouraging them to be a
part of this inner, empowering change is essential. As said above without the realisation of
self-worth in women themselves, the government or any social community cannot bring the
desired change in the low social status of women. In the times of globalization, many
efficient and entrepreneurial women have attained great heights. But despite being skilled and
having proper framework some women cannot follow their dreams and passions because of
the lack of resources and attentive guidance. Providing these facilities should be one of the
aims of the government and communities in India.

Domestic violence, female feticide, rape, molestation, eve teasing, unequal wages,
gender inequality, dowry, disparity in education, child marriage, inadequate nutrition and
many such misfortunes are bound for women unless united actions are taken supporting
women empowerment. The participation of women in various pro women empowerment
activities will generate self-respect, self-confidence, self-discipline, and self-sufficiency in
them. Through this conference we hope the participant and stakeholders will comprehend the
concept of women empowerment in the context of modern India and help in creating a
positive change.



